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1636 West North Temple' Suite 220

Salt Lake CitY, UT 8411&3155
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801-538-7467 (Far)

March 28, L996

Dear Water User:

The purpose of this letter is to keep you apprised of the progress

wearemakingontheimplemenLationoftheground-watermanagement
plan for Pahvant Va1leY'

AtthelastpublicmeetinglheldwithyouonFebruary24,1994,dD
eightpoint..ProposedGround_waterManagementPlanforPahvant
Valley" (pIan) *"r diStributed and a comment period was set' At

thatmeeting,IstatedthatthePlanwouldbephasedinovera
periodofthreetofouryearsandthattheongoingacreagesurvey
would be comPleted'

Basedonthecommentsreceived,thefirstpartofthePlanwas
implement.ed. with the promurgat.ion of a new "Appropriation Poricy

for Pahvant Va11ey" on March 2' Lgg4' The new policy went into

effect on APril L, 1994'

comments were also received dealing with the proposal to realign

someoftheground-waterdistricts.Thecommentsonthisproposal
wereoverwhe}minglynegative.Asaresult,theboundariesofthe
ground_waterdistrict'swerenotchanged.Implicitinthisdecision
j.sthatnowaterrightshallbemovedoutofthedistrictinwhich
it is PresentlY located'

Duringthespringof::gg4,theacreagesurveywascompletedandall
wateruserswho-wereirrigat'ingland'withoutawaterright$'ere
notified. As a result or tnis effort and with the cooperation of

waterusers,allirrigatedlandsarenowcoveredbyvalidwater
rights.

Beginninginthesummeroftgg/-andcontinuingintothesummerof
Lggl,acatalogingofwellswasconductedbytheDistribution
section of the Division- As part of the cataloging' a survey was

alsomadetodeterminethe,,..*u"'ofuncontrot}edflowingwe}Is
thatwerewast'ingwater.Theresultofthiseffortwasanupdated
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accounting of all significant irrigation wel-Is and flowing we11s inthe vaIley. rn reviewing the uncontrolled flowing we1ls, it wasdetermined that the amount of water discharged by lh"r. wel-l-s wasnot significant.

The Distribution section also held meetings with warer users toassess the need to establish a commissioner-operated, watrer user-funded distribution system and begin the metering of wel1s. Theresult of these meetJ-ngs was that the implementation of adistribution system and the metering of weIls would be delayed tosee if the changes resulting from t.he acreage compilation wouldresolve the problem of declini-ng ground-water ]evels.

r sti11 remain committed to the goal of reducing ground_waterwithdrawals to an annual average of about Go,00o acre_feet peryear, which is considered to be the safe yield of the valley, saquifer system. rf this can not be achieved through acreagecompliance, then additional actj-on may be necessary. over the pastthree yearsr ground-water levels (as represented by the U.S.Geological Survey continuous monitoring welI near F1owell) showcontinued declines. we will continue to monitor ground-waterleveLs and withdrawals, but r cannot rul-e out the futuredistribution of water based on priority date, the establishment ofa distribution system with a commissi-oner, or the metering ofweLl-s- rf forced to dist.ribute water by priority date, r wouldestablish the distribution system and order the meterj-ng of wellsfirst, then phase in the pumpage reductions over several_ years toa1Iow water users a reasonable amount of time to make operationaland f inancial adjustment.s.

Again, r would like to thank you for your past cooperati-on in thedevelopment and implementation of thig pIan, and r look forward toworking with you in the future.

Sincerely,

Robert L. Morga
State Engineer
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